THE SANTINIKETAN PILGRIMAGE
they lay in heaped profusion converting his tiny hut into
a veritable Ali Baba's cave of art treasures. It was his
ambition that these should be acquired on behalf of the
nation and form the nucleus of an Indian national gallery
of art.
Owing to lack of time Gandhiji could not visit Cheena-
Bhavana where over 50,000 Chinese texts are housed, the
major part of .them being a gift from the Chinese National
Government. Some of them, we were told, were no longer
available in China, being burnt or destroyed during the
war. Remarked Prof. Tan Yun-Shan, the head of Cheena-
Bhavana, to Gandhiji, There was a time when some of
the Indian Buddhist texts /-were available only in the
Chinese, the originals in India being lost. Nbw the pro-
.cess is reversed'.
Gandhiji could not give more than half an hour to Nanda
Babu's Kala-Bhavana, where the witchery of some of Nanda
Babu's masterpieces entranced him. He was in raptures
too over the wonderful toys made by Abani Babu almost
out of nothing. For instance, a dried up piece of twig was
converted into the likeness of a mad poet gloriously drunk,
riding a wild horse; a piece of rotten wood was turned
into a bird nestling in its nest; pieces of straw were turned
into a lifelike grasshopper. It seemed as if the alchemy of his
art could transmute almost anything, even refuse, into a
thing of beauty and a joy for ever. It grieved Gandhiji
to learn that the artist himself was bed-ridden in Calcutta.
On his return to Calcutta he especially sent me to him
with a personal, note to enquire about his health and to
tell him that he must live long to give more of his beautiful
art to India. Abani Babu holds a place all his own in the
renaissance of Indian art, marking as he does a break with
the realism of the Western school of painting and a return
to the Indian style with its emphasis on the soul which it
seeks to interpret instead of mere outward form.
Abani Babu was in a very weak condition of health.
Even the exertion of walking from his verandah to the
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